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The Freedom of Information (“FOI”) Commission supports, in part, Senate Bill 467 

concerning remote meetings.  During the June 2021 Special Session, the General Assembly 
passed Public Act 21-2, An Act Concerning Provisions Related to Revenue and Other Items to 
Implement the State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2023.  Section 149 of Public Act 
21-2 permits public agencies to meet remotely using electronic equipment until April 30, 2022, 
and establishes requirements and procedures for holding such meetings.1  Senate Bill 467 
proposes to extend such requirements and procedures through December 31, 2022. 
 

While the FOI Commission supports eliminating the April 30, 2022 sunset provision, we 
are troubled that the bill establishes a new sunset provision to take effect just eight months later. 
 

Many of the provisions in section 149 of Public Act 21-2 governing the conduct of public 
meetings through virtual platforms have been met with enthusiasm by public agencies around 
Connecticut. With these provisions set to expire in approximately a month, those same public 
agencies have been questioning how to proceed come May 1, 2022, and have expressed serious 
concerns about maintaining government efficiency without a clear path forward. 
 

The FOI Commission has fielded many of the questions raised about the April 30, 2022 
sunset provision, and has only been able to speculate about the future requirements and 
procedures for holding meetings through electronic equipment.  This legislation would help 
create a path for public agencies going forward, but we contend does not go far enough.  The 
Commission suggests that the provisions in section 149 of Public Act 21-2 allowing public 
agencies to use electronic equipment for its meetings be codified in the FOI Act without a sunset 
date.2  We believe the removal of the sunset date will lead to less confusion.   
 

The FOI Commission would be happy to work with the Government Administration and 
Elections Committee on Senate Bill 467 to ensure the greatest transparency and government 
accountability. 
 
 
For further information contact: Colleen M. Murphy, Executive Director and General Counsel or 
Mary Schwind, Managing Director and Associate General Counsel, at (860) 566-5682. 

 
1 Agencies that hold a public meeting using electronic equipment must comply with the requirements and 
procedures set forth in section 149 of Public Act No. 21-2, and in accordance with the provisions of 
section 1-225 of the FOI Act. 
 
2  A similar bill seeking to eliminate the April 30, 2022 sunset provision has been voted out of the 
Planning and Development Committee.  See House Bill 5269, An Act Concerning Remote Meetings under 
the Freedom of Information Act.  


